
April 17, 2013 Parent Meeting 

6:30-8:30 pm West Sylvan Library 



 Explanation of trips by Organization 
Representatives  

 Parent Discussion of Trips facilitated by 
Steering Committee 

 Budget and Fund-Raising Discussion – Jim 
Jones (Apoyemos Board and 2018 parent) 

 Survey Responses (short overview only if 
there is time – we tried to answer questions 
we received about the trips in tonight’s 
presentation) 

 

 



 Madrid – ANDEO 
 Costa Rica – ANDEO 
 Panama – AFS 
 

Please Note:  We did not consider 
options where were not very 
comfortable with the safety of the 
trip and the safety of the homestay 



Program/ 

Destination 

Costa Rica (ANDEO) Panama (AFS) Madrid (ANDEO) 

  

Duration 

  

  

18 days 18 days 

  

18 days 

Cost 

All costs are 

estimated 

  

  

$2850/ (not 

including 

chaperones or 

airfare) 

$2838/student 

(2013 costs) 

(includes three 

chaperones and 

airfare) 

  

$3600 (includes 4 

chaperones and 

airfare) 

Describe the 

homestay 

experience 

(pros and 

cons) 

  

1 child/family in the 

community. They 

stay with the host 

families for 12 

nights including an 

entire day on 

Saturday 

  

1 student/host 

family, host families 

have long 

established 

relationships with 

AFS 

1 child/ family. All of 

the families have a 

child in the household 

who will pair with the 

children for the 

experience.  Children 

will spend the 

weekends with the 

host families 

  



Program/ 

Destination 

Costa Rica (ANDEO) Panama (AFS) Madrid (ANDEO) 

  

Describe the 

community 

service 

experience 

(pros and 

cons) 

  

The group will be working 

on the project of need at 

the moment in the 

Foundation which serves 

local population in need.  

Examples of projects in 

the past include mural 

painting, garden planting, 

general community 

beautification, building 

and delivering bunk beds, 

and light construction. 

  

They will also volunteer 

with a turtle conservation 

project in Tortuguero. 

  

Repair, rebuild, 

install at local 

school 

Work with young kids 

3-6 years old 

Los Balcones workshop 

with elderly people. 

Working with kids 7-

11 at the swimming 

pool. 

Helping Kitchen Staff 

  



Program/D

estination 

Costa Rica 

(ANDEO) 

Panama (AFS) Madrid (ANDEO) 

  

Describe 

the cultural 

activities  

  

Latin Dance 

Class 

San Jose City 

Tour 

Latin Cooking 

Class 

Tour Arenal 

Town Sarchi 

Town of Zarcero 

Canopy Tour 

4 day 

excursion to 

Panama City, 

Embera 

Village 

First approach to Spanish 

Culture 

First Approach to 

Spanish History 

Second Approach to 

Spanish History: Muslim, 

Christian and Jewish, 

visit to Toledo, Prado 

Museum 

First Approach to 

Spanish Cuisine 

Visit to Spanish 

Flamenco Guitar Factory 

Tour Old town of Madrid 

and traditional market. 

Natural History and 

Science Museum 

  



Program/D

estination 

Costa Rica 

(ANDEO) 

Panama (AFS) Madrid (ANDEO) 

  

Describe 

the fun 

activities  

  

Guided Nature 

Canal Tour 

White Water 

Rafting 

Hot water 

springs 

Water Rappelling 

Hotel pool 

Full day 

excursion 

includes 

Panama 

Canal, Embera 

National 

Reserve 

  

Introduction to Painting 

Retiro Park and Botanical 

Gardens 

Pool with Spanish hosts 

Sports and games with 

the kids 

Overnight stay at school 

of Nature: bird watching, 

vultures, photography 

workshop bike ride in 

the canyon of El Casur. 

Aquatic park or Roman 

aqueduct with Spanish 

families 

  



Program/D

estination 

Costa Rica 

(ANDEO) 

Panama (AFS) Madrid (ANDEO) 

  

Describe 

the 

language 

immersion 

experience 

  

2 hours Spanish 

Classes  for 8 

days 

2 hours daily 

Spanish 

instruction 

tailored to meet 

needs of WS 

students 

2.5 hour Spanish 

Classes 7 days 

1.5 hour grammar 

class additional first 

day. 

  

Describe 

the balance 

between 

classroom/

out of 

classroom 

experience 

  

More in class 

during the 

beginning and 

more out of class 

towards the end 

but fairly 

balanced 

Mostly out of 

Classroom 

More in class during 

the beginning and 

more out of class 

towards the end but 

fairly balanced 



Program/D

estination 

Costa Rica 

(ANDEO) 

Panama (AFS) Madrid (ANDEO) 

  

Notes 

  

Not sure if kids 

are in the same 

area but there 

is a meeting 

point. 

Student: 

Chaperone ratio 

is 5:1. 

Experience is 

through a 

Language 

School. 

Students will not 

all be staying in 

the same town 

  

Total Chaperones 

needed: 4 (included 

in price). 

Families have 

shortened days 

during the summer 

and the kids can go 

away with them on 

the weekend. 

Intensive school/ 

cooperative, families 

are invested and 

there is opportunity 

for exchange with the 

students of this 

program. 

  



 

 History 

 Where does the money go? 
 $28,000 for chaperons & scholarships 

 $24,000 for 6 interns (Ainsworth-3, Sylvan-2, Lincoln-1) 

 $ 1,200 non-profit operating expenses   

 Sources of Income 
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Apoyemos Al Espanol 
Fundraising & Expenses (2006-2014) 



International Interns (Parties & Direct Donations) 6% 

Auction 84% 

Concession Sales  3% 

Direct Donations 2% 

Other Income 2% 

Other Student Activities 0% 

Timber Tickets 3% 



Fund Raising Chair 

Concessions Procurement Event Planning Timbers Game Trip Liaison 

(Volunteer Coordinator 
Stays involved) 



We need time to digest the information – but 
we’d like to hear from you about: 

 Is there more information needed? 

 When will we be ready to vote? 
◦ Do we want to wait until kids return from Panama? 

◦ Do we want to vote before then? 

 Consider which volunteer job you would like 
to take on? 
◦ Job Descriptions forthcoming 



 Responses to the class survey follow 
◦ We did our best to answer questions about the trips 

which parents posed. 

◦ Some questions will be deferred to later parent 
meetings (e.g., decisions about fund raising). 

◦ Thank you for your participation! 

 



    



 Recently moved from Bellevue Washington. 
Our SI program had a similar trip. 

 My son almost went 3 years ago 

 



   



 He is still considering on going on the 8th 
grade trip with his Bellevue friends, although 
I'm encouraging him to go with his west 
sylvan classmates! 

 Depends on when it is. She cannot travel 
anywhere before Nationals for dance, which 
typically goes until July 7th. 

 Most likely but it hasn't been decided 

 It depends on the cost, but we hope to make 
it work. 

 



  



 both of the above, however need more 
information about the learning value of this 
trip for the kids 

 



  



 I do not speak Spanish. 

 I don't speak ANY Spanish.  How necessary is 
being able to speak Spanish? 

 I would like more information. 

 I don't speak Spanish, so I imagine that 
excludes me immediately?? 

 



   



 We need to see how things go with the Panama trip 
this year - AFS is long established and might prove 
to be a good choice.  Not familiar with all the 
details of Costa Rica, but seemed like it was 
overdue to change the format of that trip.   

 I need to educate myself about the different 
programs before deciding.  Safety of a region and 
safety of the home stay would be my greatest 
concern. 

 Not familiar with ANDEO need more info. 

 DO not have a preference, will depend on details, 
cost, etc. 



 Open to hearing what the differences are what activities are 
available for student and where they stay. I have  always loved 
the idea of Costa Rica but it comes to what they get for the 
price. If they get more unique experiences at one place than 
another...It is the whole package. I have heard of reasons why 
Panama was chosen from other parents. Also feel it needs to 
be presented to the kids and have them vote on it besides the 
parents since it is their experience." 

 My son didn't think that Costa Rica was so awesome. He did 
have a good time, but it can be a little rustic at places. 

 Costa Rica with Eco teach 

 



 The idea of AFS sounds much better and from what I understand less 
expensive than ANDEO. I would like to see us moving away from ANDEO. 

 I can't really answer this question without looking at the estimated cost 
and benefit of each program/country. 

 I would like more information about the different programs given I don't 
know these organizations.  But, off the cuff,  our family is far less 
interested in a trip to Panama because the norm prior to this year has 
been costa Rica. 

 They all sound good. 

 A lot depends on the success of this years trip to Panama 

 I would be interested in the trip if I knew the kids are in Spanish 
speaking homes.  If they are with friends speaking English, I am less 
inclined to have my daughter join.   

 I wonder what other options there are- maybe Mexico or Argentina 

 Hoping to make a family trip out of this trip and join with [our child] at 
the end. 

 Costa Rica or Spain 



   



 I like the idea of a party 
 We sold coffee made in Costa Rica for my other sons trip. He made about $600 

personally for his trip. 
 Sell flowers at all drama and Talents shows in our Westside Community Area 

Schools.  Sees Candy Bar sales where we also go Ask business to by a box to sell 
at businesses such as Banks, DMD and Medical offices. Sell t-shirts with cool 
screen prints to represent this event-for example the Oya No Kai -Japanese 
immersion does. 

 This is a comment for #6.  I can't really say whether I think we should hold an 
auction or not without knowing how much is typically raised and how much the 
auction helps with the cost. It seems strange to me to seek funds FROM the 
families who are paying for the trip.  If the auction is heavily attended by people 
outside the 8th grade class, then it might be a great idea.  I do like the proposal to 
allocate funds to future classes.   

 Direct donations by families.  Service activities for kids.  I have auction burnout 
 big rummage sale, or a family friendly fair (like Buckaroo) 
 We would be willing to sponsor another Paella party at our home. I believe we 

raised $4,000 last year.  



  



   



 It is not clear what this question means. 

 If the fundraising is helping to offset the cost of 
the trip then yes. 

 Sorry, I don't understand the question. 

 I think so... not really sure what you're asking 

 I don't really know what the phrase "cost 
reduction in fund raising activities" means. 

 Not sure what the question is...  Is the suggestion 
that cost reductions be found within the fund 
raising activities so that one the funds have been 
raised there are fewer debits against the overall 
funds... resulting in more funds remaining? 



  



 Need more info! 

 It's hard to imagine adding a significant 
volunteer job to our full time jobs.  

 Goes to my first comment.  Time is valuable.  
I might rather simply donate my child's 
portion vs. spending hours on fundraising.   

 Without a fuller understanding of the 
fundraising activities and what they would 
entail it is difficult to provide an educated 
response. 

 



 What is the approximate total cost of the trip and 
what percentage do we try to raise through 
fundraisers? 

 Thoughts of incorporating this trip into the school 
year, like on either end of Spring Break should be 
considered. Other schools do this, both private and 
public and really becomes part of their curriculum. 
Doing it after school gets out seems slightly pointless 
as there is no follow up since they then go off to high 
school. 

 Thank you for your leadership and time!!!!!! 
 How was the steering committee selected?  How will 

other duties/roles be selected & by whom? 
 What is the range of anticipated costs per child? 


