
 

Homestay Study Program in Costa Rica 

ANDEO International Homestays - a nonprofit organization since 1981.   

Experience Costa Rica!  
 

Experience the welcoming culture of Costa Rica in the small community of San  
Joaquín de Flores.  Start your day exploring Costa Rica’s amazing biodiversity,  
volunteering in the local community, and cooking up traditional specialties.  
Interactive Spanish classes will deepen your understanding of the language  
and prepare you to communicate in Spanish outside the classroom.  Community 
service projects include helping with sea turtle conservation on the coast and 
working with the Costa Rican Humanitarian Foundation in La Carpio, an impov-
erished neighborhood of San José. Evenings are free for you to spend with your 
host family - the best way to experience a different culture from the inside!  On 
the weekends, you will have the chance to discover other parts of this beautiful 
country on overnight excursions.   
 

Tentative program dates: June 15-July 2, 2014 

Estimated program price: $3,500* 

 
This estimate includes:  

 round-trip airfare between Portland and San José 

 transportation in Costa Rica 

 individual homestay placement with a welcoming host family 

 breakfast, lunch and dinner 

 Spanish language classes  

 weekday activities  

 two 3 day/2 night excursions to Tortuguero and Arenal National Parks 

 three community service projects  

 pre-departure orientations and materials 

 comprehensive travel insurance 

 airport exit tax 

 24-hour emergency contact number and email updates while the group is in 
Costa Rica 

 
*This estimate is based on a group size of 35 students and airfare of $990.  The 
final program price may vary depending on the actual group size and changes in 
airfare, taxes and surcharges.  
 

 

Tentative program schedule:  
 

Sunday   - arrival in Costa Rica 
Monday-Friday - two hours of Spanish classes each day 
   weekday activities include community service projects, 
   walking tour of Heredia, dance and cooking classes,   
   rafting, visit Poas volcano, visit to a butterfly farm,   
   canopy zip-line  
Weekends - overnight excursions to the national parks of Tortuguero 
   and the Arenal volcano  
Wednesday - return to Portland 

FAQ FAQ   

on back! on back!   

Portland Public Schools does not fund, sponsor, or endorse this study and travel program.  The District is not responsible for conducting 

or supervising travel or study programs.  Portland Public School employees who participate in travel study programs are not acting in 
their capacity as District employees and do so at their own risk.  Students participating in travel study programs do so at their own risk. 

 

My son had a wonderful host family. They were very atten-
tive...He enjoyed them very much. He also told me that af-

ter a couple of days, he was thinking in Spanish. I would 
guess this is a tremendous step toward fluency.  

~ Sara, parent, 2010 ~ 



What is ANDEO?  ANDEO is a Portland-based non-profit organization specializing in educational homestay programs since 
1981. We have coordinated the homestay study program for the West Sylvan Spanish Immersion Program since 1998 and are 
excited to work on the 2013 program!  You can learn more about our organization at www.andeo.org.  
 
What are the prerequisites for this program?  This program is open to 8th grade students who are currently enrolled in  
the Spanish immersion program at West Sylvan Middle School.  Acceptance into the program is based upon completed  
application forms and confidential recommendations.  
 
What can I expect to gain from this trip?  That depends on how much you put into it.  If you are genuinely interested in  
the language and culture of Costa Rica, you can expect to improve your language skills, learn about cultural differences, ex-
perience the Costa Rican culture from the inside, and enjoy the cultural activities and excursions.   
 
What is a host family?  A host family may be two parents with children (from baby to adult), a single parent, a couple  
without children, grandparents, or a single person.   They provide meals, opportunities to practice your Spanish, and insights 
into the everyday life and culture of Costa Rica. They are not expected to organize activities for you or take you sightseeing.  
All host families are screened by our partner organizations in the country. You will receive host family details and contact 
information in the week prior to your program start date, possibly sooner. 
 
Will there be someone my age in the home?  Not necessarily, but since you are traveling as a group, you will spend time 
with other middle school students every day.  
 
What are my pre-trip responsibilities?  You will need to submit your application and payments on time, obtain your travel 
documents, and prepare for the experience by attending all orientation meetings and using the orientation materials we give 
you.  
 
What travel documents will I need?  Generally, U.S. citizens need a valid passport, but not a visa, for short-term stays in 
Costa Rica.  Your passport has to be valid for six months after your return to the U.S.  It is your responsibility to obtain all 
necessary travel documents for your stay in Costa Rica.   
 
Can I speak to people who have participated in an ANDEO program in Costa Rica?  Definitely!  Please contact our office and 
we can provide you with the email addresses of students and parents who have worked with ANDEO before.  
 
How can I apply for this program?   Complete the initial application form and return it to the ANDEO office along with  
a $500 deposit by October 15, 2013.  This will reserve your place in the program, contingent upon satisfactory completion of 
the application process.  We will then send you a detailed application packet including a questionnaire about your 
hobbies and interests, a medical statement, the program rules, short essay questions, a letter to your host family, a  
photo collage and three recommendations, one of them from your Spanish teacher.  This application packet will be due  
on November 15, 2013.   
 
Who should not apply for this program?  Students who are currently experiencing excessive behavior problems, drug or alco-
hol abuse, eating disorders or other psychological disorders that might interfere with the program, or students who have ex-
perienced any of these issues within the past year should not apply.   
 
What is the payment schedule?    
October 15, 2013 - $500 due with initial application  
November 15, 2013 - $1,200 due with completed application packet 
February 1, 2014 - $1,200 due  
April 1, 2014  - final balance due 
 
What is your cancellation policy?  If for any reason we cannot accept you into the program, all payments will be refunded in 
full.  If you cancel your program before November 15, $300 of the deposit will be refunded.  If you cancel after November 15, 
you will receive a full refund less the deposit and any non-refundable costs incurred.  All cancellations must be made in writ-
ing.   

FAQ for Students and Parents 

ANDEO International Homestays - a nonprofit organization since 1981.   

 

If you have questions, please contact  
ANDEO at 503.274.1776 or at rebecca@andeo.org.   

We hope you can join the adventure!  


